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Welcome!
SENATE CONTINUES REMOTE
ACTIVITY

This week Senate Committees continued to
meet remotely via Zoom. Thursday the
Senate met in Session via Zoom. The Senate
will be meeting in session again next week
on Thursday at 10AM.
To sign in to speak, register your position,
and/or submit testimony, please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee
/senate.aspx

This week,
we're looking at:
Week in Review
Next Week's Hearings
In the News

Week in Review
This week we're joined by Senator Cindy
Rosenwald to discuss a busy week in Election Law,
Medicaid dental benefits, appropriations for
homeless services and Family Resource Centers,
and the Restaurant Relief Act of 2021

SB 3 Passes Senate Ways and Means Committee
March 8st
“The federal PPP loans have been an essential lifeline for New Hampshire’s business
community, particularly our small businesses. Since December, federal law has exempted PPP
loans from a businesses’ taxable income, and I am glad to see New Hampshire matching that
methodology. As we move forward, we must be diligent with the state’s budget to account for
the possible $65 million cost of this change, particularly at a time of financial instability. I look
forward to working with my colleagues to continue supporting our small businesses and
developing a fiscally responsible budget.” - Senator Lou D'Allesandro (D-Manchester)

SB 102 Introduced to Senate Ways and Means
March 8th
"Last year, identical language to Part II of SB 102 was unanimously passed by the Senate but
was prevented from moving forward due to COVID-19. This property tax relief program gives
our communities the authority to designate a residential revitalization zone. These locally
defined property tax relief incentives restore neighborhoods, provide much needed affordable
housing, and leverage residential property investment, spurring local economies." - Senator
Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

“We all bear the responsibility to protect and preserve our environment. By creating a property
tax exemption for renewable generation and energy storage systems, we take a significant step
towards a more sustainable future while putting money back in the pockets of our property tax
payers.” - Senator Sue Prentiss (D-West Lebanon)

Senate ELMA Kills SB 47, Senator Soucy’s Absentee Voting Legislation
March 8th
“As elected leaders, I think we all want to ensure our constituents have as much access to the
voting process as possible. The changes I proposed in this legislation were already put to the
test in our most recent election cycle, when we expanded absentee voting due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The results were tremendously successful, including record-breaking voter turnout
and an election widely recognized as the most secure election we’ve ever seen. This was an
opportunity to build upon that proven success to expand opportunities for voters to exercise
their most precious right. I’m disappointed my Republican colleagues didn’t support this effort
to better accommodate NH voters, but I look forward to continuing to work toward meeting
voters where they’re at and making sure their voices are heard.” - Prime Sponsor Senator
Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)

Senator Watters Introduces SB 151 to Senate Energy
March 8th
“New Hampshire is uniquely positioned when it comes to the development of offshore wind as
a source of renewable energy. Following the work of the Commission to Study Offshore Wind
and Port Development, we have the opportunity to create new jobs, promote economic
development, and lower energy costs for New Hampshire ratepayers while moving us towards
a more sustainable future.” - Prime Sponsor Senator David Watters (D-Dover)

Week in Review
Republicans Reject Legislation to Ensure Transparency in Redistricting
March 8th
“This bill was a commonsense approach to ensuring basic fairness and transparency in the
redistricting process. There’s often a public perception that legislative maps are drawn behind
closed doors, with no public access. SB 90 would have responded to that perception and
would have been critical to ensuring trust and confidence in NH voters. I am disappointed that,
once again, my Republican colleagues have voted against the additional transparency and
equity that this bill would have added to this critically important process, regardless of which
party was conducting such process.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (DPortsmouth)

Senate Commerce Committee Passes SB 126
March 9th
“The past year has created unparalleled financial instability for tenants and landlords alike. It
has been a tough year and many are working together to keep people housed. I am grateful for
the work done by my colleagues and stakeholders to develop a bill that creates critical
guardrails for tenants struggling to pay their rent while also protecting landlords’ income.”
- Prime Sponsor Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth)

Senate Republicans Vote ITL on SB 136 - Bill to Raise the Minimum Wage
March 9th
“Since 2010 the New Hampshire Legislature has let federal law dictate our state minimum
wage. I would argue that as state elected officials, it is our job, not Washington’s, to determine
what’s best for our workforce, our businesses, and our economy. There is a very real and
understandable perception out there that we don’t value our workers the way other New
England states do, as all of our surrounding states have minimum wages of at least $10.50 per
hour. Granite Staters are crossing state lines to work in those states’ service industries to make
a better living. My bill proposed a modest increase to the minimum wage, starting at just $10
per hour, which we heard from businesses is actually on the low end of the pay scale.
It’s time that we as a state recognize the dignity of our workforce and the value workers bring
to our state. Now more than ever, as part of our economic recovery, is the time to increase the
minimum wage. I am disappointed that my colleagues on the other side of the aisle don’t feel
this is something we should prioritize as part of economic relief efforts.”
- Prime Sponsor Senator Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)

Republicans Reject Findings of the Commission to Study School Funding
March 9th
Republican members of the Senate Education Committee voted ITL on SB 158. SB 158 is
derived from the work of the Commission to Study School Funding – a bipartisan commission
established by the legislature in 2019 to study New Hampshire’s education funding formula
and present policy recommendations during the 2021 legislative session.

“New Hampshire needs to make changes to our state education funding model to ensure every
school district has long term access to adequate funding based on student needs and
community characteristics like poverty, special education needs, and English language
learning, as noted by my colleague Senator Hennessey. It is disappointing then, that while
recognizing the disparity felt by districts like Berlin, my Republican colleagues voted against
efforts to make those very changes while citing non-existent property tax increases. SB 158
provides the basis for an equitable school funding model where each school district is able to
achieve comparable student outcomes, and receives state grants for the predicted resources
they need, and provides a more robust state-funded property tax relief program for low- and
moderate-income homeowners.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Week in Review

Senate Republicans Block Education Funding for Their Own Districts
March 9th
“At the start of the 2021 legislative session, both Democrats and Republicans pledged to do
everything we could to provide property tax relief. SB 145 would have restored fiscal capacity
disparity aid to the 80 New Hampshire school districts needing the most help and would have
assisted school districts facing drastic budget cuts to minimize local property tax increases. We
know there is a direct correlation between disparity aid and lower tax rates, as illustrated by
the 63 out of 100 towns that received disparity aid this year and subsequently lowered tax
rates. I’m disappointed in my colleagues who voted to deny essential aid to their own districts.”
- Prime Sponsor Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Senate Republicans Pass School Voucher Bill
March 9th
Republican members of the Senate Education Committee voted Ought to Pass on SB 130, a
flawed piece of legislation to create a school voucher program in New Hampshire. SB 130 is a
near mirror bill to HB 20 which was unanimously retained by the House Education Committee.

“Today, Senate Republicans passed so called ‘education freedom accounts,’ spending public
money on private and religious educations, but refused to approve funds for communities with
the lowest property valuations per pupil and the highest education tax rates. There were no
victories for New Hampshire taxpayers in these decisions, only higher property taxes.” - Senator
Jay Kahn (D-Keene)
“SB 130 is a flawed bill that does nothing to improve the quality of our education system. New
Hampshire overwhelmingly rejects the idea of school vouchers, as illustrated by the fact that
3,200 out of 3,700 people signed up in opposition to SB 130. Today’s vote directly contradicts
the will of New Hampshire voters while directly harming our public schools.” - Senator Sue
Prentiss (D-West Lebanon)

Senate Republicans Pass Bill to End NH Gun Line
March 9th
Republican members of the Senate Judiciary Committee voted OTP on SB 141. This bill would
shift the state’s responsibility for background checks concerning the purchase, sale, and
transfer of firearms to the FBI, and would abolish the longstanding Gun Line at the Department
of Safety. The bill also transfers the state’s responsibility for conducting background checks for
the purpose of approving or denying the return of firearms to individuals subject to protective
orders for domestic violence or stalking to the counties.

“There were significant questions posed at the hearing for this bill that were never adequately
resolved. I am deeply concerned that this legislation does not provide adequate protections or
assurances that the federal system can sufficiently protect victims of domestic violence and
stalking. SB 141was opposed by the NH Association of Chiefs of Police, who cited unintended
consequences including significant safety concerns. Concerns for public safety should have
carried the day today. I am disappointed that my colleagues on the other side of the aisle still
saw fit to pass this bill.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“We should all have serious concerns about the state abdicating its responsibilities for
something as important as background checks to the federal government, as well as
downshifting responsibility for the safety of domestic violence and stalking victims to the
county level. This downshifting of cost and responsibility to county sheriffs has not been given
examined. And we received testimony that NH Dept. of Safety technology had been improved
in December resulting in more timely application processing. I am disappointed in today’s vote
to pass this crucial job off to the federal government and to downshift more work to our
already counties occurred without more accurate fact-finding." - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Session Review

Senate Approves SB 107

March 11th
“Today’s vote is an important step toward ensuring that New Hampshire small businesses who
are most in need of help can access much-needed federal relief funds. Newer small businesses
are more important now than ever, as they are responding to new needs and creating new jobs
in the state. SB 107 will ensure that the businesses that need it most can access any future
discretionary federal relief funds received by the state, so they can continue to meaningfully
contribute to our workforce and economy. We need to be fighting for our small businesses.
They have adapted, struggled and survived this long under extraordinary circumstances, and
we should be supporting them however we can at the State level.” - Prime Sponsor Senator
Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth)

Senate Passes SB 33, Relative to Native American Name Restoration
March 11th
“Today’s vote represents a significant step toward us as a state acknowledging and truly
appreciating the rich Native American history of New Hampshire. Here in the Granite State, one
of the things we cherish most is our state’s beautiful landscape and geography. Today’s vote to
create a formalized process for naming and renaming places and geographic features moves
us closer to embracing the depth of our state’s history and roots.” - Prime Sponsor Senator
David Watters (D-Dover)

Senate Passes SB 123 – Relative to Copayments for COVID-19 Testing
March 11th
“Passage of this bill will ensure that employees will not be forced to bear the financial burden
of COVID-19 testing when it’s required by their employer. SB 123 removes financial barriers to
COVID-19 testing, ensuring employees have access to testing and can safely get back into the
workforce.” - Senator Tom Sherman (D-Rye) and Senator Sue Prentiss (D-West Lebanon)

Senate Passes SB 140, Making Critical Appropriations to Homeless Services
and Family Resource Centers
March 11th
“Passage of SB 140 allows us to directly respond to the needs of some of our state’s most
vulnerable citizens. By investing in our homeless shelter system, we can ensure improved case
management, which means that those experiencing homelessness will get critical support in
housing navigation, medical and behavioral health services access, mainstream benefit
application, employment support services, and any additional services that will help them
move into permanent housing—decreasing the length of time that they remain homeless.
Further, the funding this bill provides to help expand our state’s family resource centers will let
these centers deliver primary prevention services to at-risk families including trauma
mitigation, home visiting, kinship navigation, and helping grandparents raising their
grandchildren. Both of these measures prioritize prevention and intervention, and include
efforts that will improve outcomes for the safety, wellbeing, and success of children and
families in our communities.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Republicans Vote Against Setting Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Goals
March 11th
“It is up to each and every one of us to do our part to protect and preserve our environment. We
know that climate change is directly attributable to human activity and development and, if
left unchecked, the global climate crisis will have devastating effects on New Hampshire’s
residents, economy, and environment. I am disappointed that my Republican colleagues chose
not to recognize the gravity of the situation and voted against efforts that would have helped
move New Hampshire towards a more sustainable future.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Sue
Prentiss (D-West Lebanon)

Session Review

Senate Passes SB 101, Relieves Tax Burden for Small Businesses
March 11th
“The bill makes a very simple but critically important change. By increasing the threshold at
which a business needs to file a BPT return from $50,000 to $75,000, we are taking a
tremendous burden off of hundreds of small businesses across the state at a time when many
of them are struggling. This is truly a win-win, as we are able to provide much-needed relief to
New Hampshire’s small businesses when they need it most, and we’re able to do so without
significantly impacting state revenue. I am proud of today’s vote and look forward to
continuing our critical work toward recovery efforts for our economy and for hardworking
Granite Staters.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)

Senate Republicans Reject Inclusive Outdoors Act
March 11th
Today, in a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans voted down sections I-IV of SB 114, also
known as the Inclusive Outdoors Act. Sections I-IV created specific enforcement protocols for
the department of natural and cultural resources and fish and game officers to ensure the use
and enjoyment of New Hampshire’s cultural and natural resources on all publicly-accessible
and publicly-funded areas of the state for all people without fear or threat of verbal or physical
violence based on color, race, age, ability, gender identity, national origin, religion, creed, sexual
orientation, sex, or any other individual characteristic protected under RSA 354-B.

“The Inclusive Outdoors Act was a public safety bill to ensure that everyone who uses and
enjoys New Hampshire’s public cultural and natural resources can do so without fear or threat
of discrimination or violence. Sections I-IV, which were voted down by my Republican
colleagues, simply required the state agencies who patrol public areas to establish a protocol
for addressing incidents of racial discrimination and bigotry and record and log incidents.
While I am disappointed that my Republican colleagues voted against this measure to
promote inclusivity and acceptance here in New Hampshire, I am extremely proud of the work
done in conjunction with Chief Scippa of the New Hampshire Police Standards and Training
Council on Section V which passed unanimously. This work ensured that the language in the
bill was consistent with their already-in-motion plans to provide ethics, diversity, and deescalating training, and that the language was consistent with a key recommendation of the
LEACT Commission.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Senate Republicans Delay Expanded Access to Affordable Child Care
March 11th
“Over 500 Granite Staters signed in to support SB 144, proving beyond a doubt that New
Hampshire families need access to quality, affordable, and safe child care now. Today’s vote by
Senate Republicans delays a simple but necessary change that could have leveled the playing
field for families qualifying for child care scholarships, incentivized child care programs to open
their doors to these families, and provided stability to New Hampshire families. By leaving this
issue unaddressed, the pandemic’s impact on access to child care options is likely to have
detrimental effects on children and families in ways that will compound inequities in the long
term and slow our efforts at building a strong and future-focused economy in the Granite
State.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Senator Rosenwald Champions Dental Benefits for Medicaid Enrollees
March 11th
“It is long past time that New Hampshire provided dental benefits to the over 120,000 Granite
Staters who rely on Medicaid for their health care. SB 150 is a win for public health, workforce
development, financial security, and will save the state a significant amount of money in long
term dental-related health care. I thank my colleagues for their support and the advocates
whose years of hard work have led us to SB 150’s passage today.” - Prime Sponsor Senator
Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Session Review

Senate Approves Senator Rosenwald’s Restaurant Relief Act of 2021
March 11th
The Senate passed the Restaurant Relief Act of 2021 in a vote of 22-2. The bill was then tabled
so that the measure may be discussed as a part of the budget process.

“For the past year, our restaurant and lodging industries have been fighting for survival as
revenues have plummeted due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Restaurant Relief Act of 2021
puts money right back into the pockets of our hardest hit industries, thereby saving thousands
of jobs across the state, without long-term financial consequences. I thank my colleagues for
their support and look forward to our continued discussions during the budget process.” Prime Sponsor Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Republicans Vote for Irresponsible Tax Breaks to Out-of-State Corporations
March 11th
“Over the years, the legislature has repeatedly supported businesses by gradually reducing the
business profits tax. However, as state revenues continue to be unstable as a result of COVID-19,
we should not be making fiscally irresponsible changes that will only benefit a handful of out
of state corporations. While we were happy to support the balance of an otherwise good bill,
we firmly oppose Part I which risks $79 million in state revenues with no real proposal for
making up the loss.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua) and Senator Lou D'Allesandro
(D-Manchester)

Senate Passes SB 44, Senator Kahn’s Workforce Pathway Program
March 11th
“The Community College System of NH is an agile education partner in meeting NH’s workforce
needs. The Workforce Pathway Program aims to better link unemployed and underemployed
adults with skills required to fill the employer vacancies. The program asks Employment
Security, with its workforce economists and access to those looking for work, and Economic
Affairs with its business development staff, to work with CCSNH to complete the workforce
pipeline. SB 44 closes gaps in our workforce pathways, gets Granite Staters back to work, and
builds a better credentialed workforce. I thank my colleagues for their support of our workers,
our businesses, and our economy.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Week in Review - Videos
Senator David Watters and Senator
Rebecca Perkins Kwoka on Senate
Energy

Senator David Watters and Senator Tom
Sherman on Senate Transportation

Senator Cindy Rosenwald on a busy
week in Election Law, Medicaid dental
benefits, appropriations for homeless
services and Family Resource Centers,
and the Restaurant Relief Act of 2021

Legislative Updates
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 3.15.21-3.19.21
*NOTE - Hearings on House Bills have begun in some committees
Monday 9am - 12pm ELMA + Ways & Means
Monday 1pm - 4pm Energy & Natural Resources
Tuesday 9am - 12pm Commerce + Education
Commerce
SB 67 - relative to paid sick leave, prime sponsor Senator Whitley, hearing
at 9:30AM. To register your position please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee/senate.aspx
Tuesday 1pm - 4pm Judiciary + Transportation + Finance
Judiciary
SB 154 - prohibiting the state from enforcing a Presidential Executive Order
that restricts or regulates the right of the people to keep and bear arms,
hearing at 2PM. To register your position please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee/senate.aspx
Wednesday 9am - 12pm ED&A + HHS

Thursday 10am - 1:00pm Session
Bills to note for Thursday:
Regular Calendar
Commerce
SB 65-FN, repealing the prohibition on the sale of over-the-counter rape
test kits.
SB 126-FN, adopting omnibus legislation on landlord tenant proceedings
SB 136-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate
Education
SB 130-FN, relative to education freedom accounts
SB 145-FN-L, relative to a temporary change in the formula for school
funding
SB 158-FN-L, relative to the formula for funding an adequate education
Election Law and Municipal Affairs
SB 47, modifying the absentee voter registration process, absentee ballot
application, and absentee ballot voting process
SB 90, adopting omnibus legislation on redistricting
Energy and Natural Resources
SB 151-FN, relative to renewable energy procurement
Judiciary
SB 96-FN-A, requiring implicit bias training for judges; establishing a bodyworn and dashboard camera fund and making an appropriation therefor;
relative to race and ethnicity data on driver’s licenses, and relative to
juvenile delinquency
SB 141-FN, relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background
checks

In the News
Senate approves bill to add new requirements to absentee voting

