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Welcome!
SENATE CONTINUES REMOTE
ACTIVITY

This week Senate Committees continued to
meet remotely via Zoom. Thursday the
Senate met in Session via Zoom. The Senate
will be meeting in session again next week
on Thursday at 11AM.
To sign in to speak, register your position,
and/or submit testimony, please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee
/senate.aspx

This week,
we're looking at:
Week in Review
Next Week's Hearings
In the News

Week in Review
This week we're joined by Senator Becky Whitley
to discuss HB 233, HB 625, and SB 96

Senate Passes SB 95, Provides Option for Remote Meetings
March 29th
The Senate unanimously passed SB 95 which extends the option for governmental entities to
hold remote meetings through July 1, 2022.

“The past year has forced us to rethink the way we approach local government. Remote
meetings have increased the efficiency, participation, and accessibility for our cities and towns.
I am extremely proud of the bipartisan work that went into crafting this bill and look forward
to our continued work on this important legislation.” - Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (DPortsmouth)

New Hampshire Honors Genocide Awareness Month
March 29th
Community leaders gathered together in Keene’s Central Square to commemorate the start of
Genocide Awareness Month. Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene) began the event with a reading of the
Governor’s proclamation designating April as Genocide Awareness Month.

“There are so many reasons to engage our communities in recognition of genocides past and
current. The seeds that give rise to racial, religious, national and ethnic hatred, assaults, and
dehumanization are all around us. Our Keene focused event hopefully will spread to other NH
communities to comfort and support people feeling fear and/or trauma from violence resulting
from prejudice. It is our obligation to work towards what Martin Luther King called "beloved
communities" that embrace all people who feel victimized due to racial, religious, national or
ethnic bigotry.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Week in Review - Videos
Senator David Watters and Senator
Rebecca Perkins Kwoka on Senate
Energy

Senator Becky Whitley hosts this week's
weekly wrap up

Week In Review
Senate Judiciary Committee Hears Heartless, Anti-Family Legislation
March 30th
The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 233, a heartless political maneuver that could deny
families who are grieving the loss of their child the ability to choose the compassionate care
that’s best for them, such as religious rites & sacraments. This attempt to restrict a family’s
personal medical decision has been brought forward under the false narrative of preventing
infanticide, a crime that is already illegal in New Hampshire.

“HB 233 creates a false and reckless narrative that infants are being born and left to die by
medical professionals in New Hampshire. This is false and a disservice to the medical
professionals who devote their lives to the care and safety of women and their children and to
the fragile system of obstetrics care here in New Hampshire. The real goal of this bill is to insert
politics in the hospital room when families are facing the worst imaginable circumstances: the
death of their child. Under HB 233, a medical professional could actually face imprisonment for
not administering invasive and futile medical intervention on an infant that is not viable,
leaving them to choose between felony charges and allowing a grieving mother to hold her
child in her arms for the few moments of life they have. This bill is medically inaccurate, seeks
to criminalize something that does not happen, and is a thinly veiled attempt to spread false
information about reproductive healthcare.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“Passage of SB 233 would have devastating consequences in the most tragic of situations—
when infants are born pre-viability or with a fatal fetal diagnosis. Doctors and families do
everything in their power to bring a healthy infant into the world, but the sad truth is that
there are times that these infants do not survive. Performing procedures like inserting
breathing tubes and IVs into a baby who cannot survive would prevent parents from spending
what little time they can with their infant after they are born. In these situations, these futile,
invasive efforts only stand to extend needless pain and suffering for the infants. These critical
health decisions are the most important and most private most of us will ever make, and they
belong between families and medical professionals—not legislators. This legislation would take
away parents’ rights at the most difficult time in their lives.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)
“Today’s hearing was difficult to hear, and even more difficult for the brave women and families
who came to testify. I want to thank each and every one of them for sharing the most personal
stories they have to inform the Senate on these policies. Giving families the space to hold their
infant in peace in the few moments of their life is not just the right thing to do, it is the
fundamentally humane thing to do. By politicizing the most devastating situation a woman
could be faced with, this proposal is not only irresponsible, it is cruel to suffering families.” Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week In Review
Senate Judiciary Committee Hears Bill to Restrict Reproductive Rights
March 30th
The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 625, a bill to ban abortion at or after 24 weeks
without exception for the health of the fetus or in cases of rape or incest.

“HB 625 is yet another attempt to diminish an individual’s decisions about their own
reproductive health. This bill chooses an arbitrary point in time, after which abortion and
providers would be criminalized. Abortions later in pregnancy are uncommon and often occur
within tragic and difficult situations. Every pregnancy is unique and every individual's
circumstances are different, and these most difficult and personal decisions belong only to an
individual and their healthcare providers. To suggest that these decisions should be dictated
by legislators playing politics with women’s lives is deeply offensive. As legislators, we should
be expanding access to reproductive healthcare, not restricting it. ” - Senator Becky Whitley
(D-Hopkinton)
“As we heard from members of the public at the hearing, abortion later in pregnancy is highly
stigmatized, and it is a devastatingly difficult decision to have to make. This bill fails to take
into account the fact that no two pregnancies are alike, and to treat them as such only speaks
to the deep divide in expertise between the legislature and medical professionals who
specialize in prenatal care. As a legislator, I cannot in good conscience insert myself between a
woman and the choices that are hers to make about her health; it would be irresponsible and
cruel to do so.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)
"Make no mistake, these proposals have just one goal: to chip away at women’s rights to make
their own decisions about their own health. Abortions later in pregnancy are uncommon, and
when they do happen, they’re in the most heartbreaking of circumstances. This crusade against
women and their ability to make their own choices fails to take into account that every woman
and every pregnancy is different. It fails to acknowledge that women are equal members of
society who can be trusted, whose decisions don’t need to be made for them by this
legislature, or anyone else. We need to trust women, in consultation with their doctors, to make
the right decisions for themselves, their bodies, and their families.” - Deputy Senate
Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week In Review
Senate and House Democrats Respond to Chilling Report on Sununu Youth
Services Center
April 2nd
Today, the AP released a new report on the Sununu Youth Services Center detailing how in
2017, then intern Mary Goddard was instructed to destroy her notes and lie about a teen boy’s
sexual assault allegation.
Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua), Senator Becky Whitley
(D-Hopkinton), and Representative Mary Jane Wallner (D-Concord) issued the following
statements in response:

“The actions taken by the State and the Sununu Youth Services Center -- under Governor
Sununu's watch -- to cover up sexual assault allegations are absolutely appalling,” stated
Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua) . “The residents of the SYSC
are children under the state’s care and it is extremely troublesome that the state has not come
forward with information about these stories. These children have not only been abandoned
but actively silenced at a time where they desperately need to be heard. Governor Sununu
needs to come forward immediately to address the State's attempt to cover this up.”
Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton) added, “The youth that end up at SYSC are our most
vulnerable, have experienced the most trauma in their short lives, and need the most support.
There is significant evidence showing that the majority of our youth involved with the juvenile
justice system experience behavioral health disorders and co-occurring disorders. Now, we are
seeing more and more evidence that their trauma has not only been exacerbated by the
Sununu Youth Services Center but that it has actively been hidden in the shadows. This
revelation is deeply disturbing and deserves to be addressed by Governor Sununu now, before
any more harm can come to these children.”
Representative Mary Jane Wallner (D-Concord) concluded, “The horrifying allegations of
decades and sexual assault and the recent information regarding the SYSC’s efforts to hide
that trauma is the exact reason I worked to get an amendment in the budget that would close
the SYSC for good. These children need community-based programs with demonstrated
effectiveness for reducing delinquency, symptoms of mental illness, and substance use, not
decades of enduring mistreatment.”

Session Review
Senate Republicans Block Paid Sick Leave
April 1st
“When you’re sick, you shouldn’t be forced to go to work. It’s bad for you, your co-workers, and
your employer. Especially now, as we continue to face both health and economic crises, we
should be supporting commonsense workforce initiatives that increase worker productivity,
decrease employee turnover, and reduce the spread of sickness in the workplace. For these
Granite State workers without paid sick time, the decision to take time off from work to recover
from an illness or to care for a sick child or family member is a choice between their health and
their financial security. I am extremely disappointed that my Republican colleagues chose not
to support this pro-workforce legislation that would help build a strong economic future for
our state.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Session Review

Critical Appropriations to Homeless Services and Family Resource Centers to
be Discussed in Budget Process
April 1st
“Before the COVID-19 pandemic, New Hampshire saw a 21% increase in people experiencing
homelessness, including over 300 school aged children in Nashua. The next state budget must
prioritize funding for our homeless shelter system to get Granite Staters into permanent
housing with the services they need. SB 140 also appropriates funds to our family resource
centers so that they can continue delivering essential primary prevention services and in turn,
decrease the need for DCYF involvement. Both of these measures prioritize prevention and
intervention, and include efforts that will improve outcomes for the safety, wellbeing, and
success of children and families in our communities.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

SB 157 to be Included in Budget Process
April 1st
“Just yesterday 40 adults and 29 children were waiting in emergency rooms across the state for
services. The mental health epidemic has only been exacerbated by the pandemic and will
continue to worsen if we do not take steps to finally implement the bipartisan funding and
policy solutions passed in 2019 through SB 14. I thank my colleagues for prioritization of SB 157
and look forward to working together to ensure SB 14 is implemented to protect our most
vulnerable citizens.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

NH Senate Passes SB 96
April 1st
The Senate unanimously voted to pass SB 96, a bill derived from the recommendations made
by the New Hampshire Commission on Law Enforcement Accountability, Community, and
Transparency (LEACT). Prior to the unanimous vote, Senate Republicans yet again voted to
remove a number of key recommendations made by the LEACT commission despite pushback
from Senate Democrats.

“This summer, the LEACT Commission met 26 times over the course of 10 weeks to develop
legislative recommendations for New Hampshire to begin to address the national call to action
in regards to racial justice. Unfortunately, Senate Republicans stripped from the bill all the
language relative to data collection, which was unanimously recommended by the LEACT
Commission and a broad group of stakeholders who drafted the bill.
Data collection allows agencies to assess the existence of racial disparities and use any findings
to acknowledge and respond to the issues appropriately. The LEACT commission discussed this
issue at length and their recommendations recognized the need for more standardized,
transparent record keeping. While we are proud to have supported the remaining
recommendations, we are disappointed that our Republican colleagues chose to disregard a
portion of the critical work done by the LEACT Commission, which would have informed future
policy work to enhance public safety.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton) and Senator
Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Session Review

Senate Republicans Block Fair & Transparent Redistricting
April 1st
Senate Republicans voted against a motion to remove SB 90 from the table to allow the bill to
advance. If enacted, SB 90 would have ensured that resources available to legislative
committees in their work on redistricting would be explicitly available to members of both the
majority and minority party; it would have ensured that once a redistricting committee created
or considered a map, it would have been made readily available to the public; and it would
have required that any legislative committee meetings on redistricting would be open to the
public. The bill had previously been laid upon the table in order to maintain a vehicle for fair
and transparent redistricting efforts before the Senate. Whereas yesterday was the deadline for
the Senate to act on all Senate bills, it would now take a suspension of Senate rules to move
the bill forward.

“Our intention in laying this bill on the table was to keep the critical conversation about fair
and transparent redistricting before the Senate. This bill is a simple, commonsense approach
to ensuring basic fairness and transparency in the redistricting process. Not only would this bill
ensure public access to the redistricting process, it would have negated the public perception
that these maps are drawn behind closed doors. SB 90 would have instilled confidence in New
Hampshire voters, who deserve to be fairly represented in redistricting efforts and deserve to
have their vote count. I am disappointed that, once again, my Republican colleagues have
voted to block this bill from going forward.” - Prime Sponsor Senator Perkins Kwoka (DPortsmouth)

Senate Republicans Vote Against Harm Reduction and Overdose Prevention
Program
April 1st
“New Hampshire has been fighting the deadly opioid epidemic for over a decade. The
commonsense enabling legislation that Senate Republicans removed from SB 149 would have
decreased use of emergency medical services, reduced public drug use, reduced syringe
debris, all while requiring no state funding. Harm reduction means life and opens the door to
recovery. It is extremely disappointing that our Republican colleagues were not willing to
support this fiscally sound, life saving, legislation.” - Senator David Watters (D-Dover) and
Senator Tom Sherman (D-Rye)

Conversation on Renewable Energy Procurement to Continue
April 1st
“SB 151 is a crucial step forward for renewable energy and New Hampshire’s economy. Since our
last vote on this legislation, industry interest in NH has increased dramatically, since we are no
longer a state without any real commitment to offshore wind. We must continue the
conversation around offshore wind efficiently and with diligence to ensure that the hundreds
of millions of investment in ports and manufacturing and workforce development are not
greatly reduced, and centered elsewhere. We have the opportunity to create new jobs,
promote economic development, and lower energy costs for New Hampshire ratepayers while
moving us towards a more sustainable future and I look forward to our continued work towards
those goals.” - Prime Sponsor Senator David Watters (D-Dover)

Legislative Updates
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 4.5.21-4.9.21
Tuesday 9am - 12pm Education
Executive Session on Pending Legislation
Tuesday 1pm - 4pm Judiciary
Wednesday 1pm - 2pm HHS

Thursday 11am - 1:00pm Session
Bills to note for Thursday:
Regular Calendar
Education
HB 194, relative to the release of student assessment information and data.
HB 609-FN-L, relative to innovation schools.

In the News
State House Dome: College towns lobby for students to get vaccines
Genocide Awareness month kicking off
‘Systemic racism is interwoven in the very fabric of the founding of
the state of New Hampshire’
Push to get shots for out-of-state college students
Minus provision for data collection, Senate passes police
transparency bill
Police Reform Bill Passes N.H. Senate, But After Key Data Collection
Proposal Is Stripped Out
Partisan Battles In Senate Over Guns, Sick Leave, Minimum Wage
Democratic lawmakers slam GOFERR chief's response to request for
CARES Act spending details
Make the COVID-19 vaccine available to college students in New
Hampshire

