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Welcome!
SENATE CONTINUES REMOTE
ACTIVITY

This week Senate Committees continued to
meet remotely via Zoom. The Senate will NOT
be meeting in session next week and
committee meetings will be held on
Thursday.
To sign in to speak, register your position,
and/or submit testimony, please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee
/senate.aspx

This week,
we're looking at:
Week in Review
Next Week's Hearings
In the News

Week in Review
This week we're joined by Senator Jay Kahn to
discuss HB 194, HB 242, HB 320, and HB 609

Manchester Senators Recognize Organ Donor Awareness Month
April 5th
“We’re so honored to recognize the critically important role organ donation plays in our
communities far and wide. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the New
Hampshire Department of Motor Vehicles for their critical role in ensuring a simple process for
individuals wishing to become organ donors. Organ donation is heroic and touches not just
one life, but so many. This spirit of selflessness is inspiring and an example for us all.”
- Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester), Senator Lou D’Allesandro (DManchester), and Senator Kevin Cavanaugh (D-Manchester)

Senate Democrats Push for Vaccinations for All College Students
April 5th
On Friday, April 2nd, Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth), Senator Jay Kahn (DKeene), Senator Sue Prentiss (D-West Lebanon), and Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy
(D-Manchester) sent a letter to Governor Sununu requesting that he reconsider vaccine
allocations for non-resident college students

“College students spend the majority of their year, and in many cases their entire year in New
Hampshire studying, working, and contributing to the local economy. By excluding certain
students from the state’s vaccination plan and encouraging them to cross state borders
multiple times to receive a vaccination, we are prolonging the effects of the virus here in New
Hampshire and delaying our return to normal. We strongly encourage the Governor to
reconsider his position so that all college students can receive their vaccines in their New
Hampshire communities. This is about all of us working together to keep our communities safe
and healthy.” - Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth), Senator Jay Kahn (DKeene), Senator Sue Prentiss (D-West Lebanon), and Senate Democratic Leader Donna
Soucy (D-Manchester)

Week In Review
Senate Judiciary Committee Hears Proposal to Expand Use of Deadly Force
April 7th
The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 197, relative to the use of deadly force in defense of
another.

“This dangerous bill is based on fear-mongering, not fact, and will diminish public safety in this
state. HB 197 seeks to expand the circumstances where deadly force can be used—a policy
which has only decreased public safety in states that have enacted such legislation. This bill
encourages the escalation of violence in avoidable situations and upends traditional selfdefense by allowing people to shoot to kill in public, even when they can safely walk away from
the danger. We’ve seen horrific murders across the country justified by perceived threats based
on racism or implicit bias, in which innocent people have been murdered. It’s hard to
understand why we would enact legislation that would only encourage this type of violence in
our communities.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“State statute exists to allow for self-defense and defense of others. HB 197 is a solution in
search of a problem. As legislators, our top priority is and must remain ensuring public safety
for our constituents, and this bill will do the exact opposite. This bill will increase gun-related
violence and related deaths. As legislators, our top priority must always be ensuring public
safety, and this bill works against that goal.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Governor Sununu Continues to Disregard Critical Work of Public Schools
April 8th
During his press conference, Governor Sununu stated that after April 19th, if a school has not
fully re-opened for in-person learning the hours spent conducting remote education would not
be counted towards the completion of the school year and will need to be made up if the
schools hasn’t already reached the total days/hours needed for the year.

“Schools across the state have been successfully executing plans to return to in-person learning
based on the timeline that works best for their district. The Governor’s arbitrary deadline is a
complete reversal of his original position on ‘local control’ flexibility and disregards the hard
work of our schools to develop and execute their reopening plans. We would ask that he
remember his own words, that every district is different, and stop pushing schools to change
their plans based on an unnecessary one-size-fits-all deadline.” - Senate Democratic Leader
Donna Soucy (D-Manchester) and Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald
(D-Nashua)

All College Students to Be Eligible for COVID-19 Vaccine Beginning April 19th
April 8th
Following pushes from college students, town officials, universities, and elected officials,
Governor Sununu announced that beginning on April 19, any individual over the age of 16
would be able to register for a COVID-19 vaccine in New Hampshire.

“We are happy to hear that the Governor has reversed his previous position barring out-of-state
college and boarding students from registering for the COVID-19 vaccine in their New
Hampshire communities. We would like to thank the students, town officials, universities, and
elected officials for raising their voices and alerting the public, and the Governor, to the
dangers of the restrictions. Our college and boarding students are valued members of our
communities and it is up to all of us to work together to protect public health and safety opening up vaccine eligibility is a critical next step towards our long term recovery.” - Senate
Democratic Caucus

Session Review
Senate Republicans Pass Incongruent Education Bill
April 8th
In a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans rushed the passage of HB 242, relative to the
content of an adequate education.

“There is no reason HB 242 needed to be rushed through the Senate today. Despite the rhetoric
of my Republican colleagues today stating otherwise, the legislature should be working in
tandem with the Department of Education as they are currently developing a more
comprehensive process to review the consistency of adequate education statutes and rules.
Not only that, HB 242 is incongruent with our current laws defining an adequate education. I
am disappointed that my Republican colleagues felt the need to move out in front of the more
thorough process being undertaken by the Dept. of Education.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Senate Republicans Rush Unnecessary Graduation Requirement
April 8th
In a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans rushed the passage of HB 320 which would
require high schoolers to pass a high stakes test in order to graduate.

“For years, New Hampshire has been a leader in competency based education. However, this is
a move back to ‘teaching to the test.’ HB 320 would move civics education backwards, focusing
on rote memorization instead of real competency in the subject, applied education, and how
to engage in civic participation. Not only that, the bill offers no clarification for what happens
when a student should they fail the exam or how students with disabilities will take the exam.
Once again, my Republican colleagues felt the need to rush through the process to push
forward a bill that fails to engage NH leaders on civics education.” - Senator Jay Kahn (DKeene)

Senate Republicans Force Rushed Passage of HB 609
April 8th
In a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans pushed through HB 609, relative to innovation
schools, without taking the time to properly discuss and vet the bill.

“This legislation hasn’t been written in a collaborative manner. It purposefully cuts educators
out of the discussion around innovation school development, unlike similar bills passed in
other states. That’s not reflective of NH values; rather, it’s something that’s recommended by
national conservative policy groups. Rather than making a good faith effort to work across the
aisle in the spirit of innovative collaboration to create a bill with bipartisan support for the
good of our students and communities, our Republican colleagues used the discussion to
make partisan attacks. I'm disappointed that a desire to politically grandstand outweighed the
desire to work with each other to support NH students.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Week in Review - Videos
Senator Jay Kahn hosts this week's
weekly wrap up

Legislative Updates
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 4.11.21-4.17.21
Monday 9am - 12pm ELMA + Ways & Means
Monday 1pm-4pm Energy & Natural Resources
Monday 1pm - 6pm Finance
1pm - 3pm: House Budget Presentation
3:15pm -6pm: Agency Budget Presentations
Tuesday 9am - 12pm Education + Commerce
Tuesday 1pm - 4pm Judiciary + Finance + Transportation
Finance - Agency Budget Presentations to Continue
1pm -2pm : Governor's Office
2pm - 2:30pm: Governor's Commission on Disability
2:30pm - 4pm: Department of Safety
Wednesday 9am - 12pm ED&A + HHS
Wednesday 1pm - 4pm Judiciary
Thursday 9am - 12pm ELMA
Thursday 1pm - 4pm Judiciary
Friday 1pm - 6pm Finance
Agency Budget Presentations to Continue
1pm - 1:30pm: Office of Strategic Initiatives
1:30pm - 1:45pm: Council on Developmental Disabilities
1:45pm - 2:00pm: Executive Council
2pm - 2:15pm: Boxing and Wrestling Commission
2:15pm - 3:15pm: Department of State
3:30pm - 4pm: Lottery Commission
4pm - 4:30pm: Board of Tax & Land Appeals
4:20pm - 6pm: LCHIP
*NOTE: The Senate will NOT be meeting in session this week

In the News
New businesses await assistance
State House Dome: Merrimack special election could become most
expensive one ever
New Hampshire lawmakers seek to blunt presidential orders on
firearms
Manchester Senators recognize Organ Donation Awareness Month
Dover police chief pushing for body, vehicle cameras
Holy Week Services At Warner College Lead To Coronavirus Exposure
Sen. Kevin Cavanaugh: Financial transaction tax undermines
American Dream
Out-Of-State College Students Not Eligible For COVID Vaccine In New
Hampshire
Out-of-state students in NH will be eligible for vaccines April 19
Portsmouth group working on substance use disorder reports
progress

