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Welcome!
SENATE CONTINUES REMOTE
ACTIVITY

The Senate will meet in session on Thursday
beginning at 10AM to vote on the budget.
The June 3rd session will be held in person
but the live stream will still be available.
To sign in to speak, register your position,
and/or submit testimony, please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee
/senate.aspx

This week,
we're looking at:
Week in Review
Next Week's Hearings
In the News

Week in Review
This week we're joined by Senate Democratic
Leader Donna Soucy to discuss the state budget

Senate Finance Republicans Vote Against Additional Child Care Funding for
At-Risk Children & Families
May 24th
“Today, Senate Finance Republicans voted against modestly increasing funding for child care services
for at-risk children whose families are in need of assistance. This money would have been specifically
targeted to help the most vulnerable families in the state: families who are struggling and receiving
preventive support services to avoid becoming involved with DCYF, and families who are engaged with
DCYF whose children require protective services, including safe and reliable child care. Now more than
ever, struggling families and children who are at risk for abuse and neglect need reliable support
services and we should be doing everything we can to keep these children safe. I am deeply
disappointed in today’s vote by my Republican colleagues.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Finance Committee Partially Expands Funding for Homeless Services
May 24th
"Before the COVID-19 pandemic, New Hampshire saw a 21% increase in people experiencing
homelessness, including over 300 school aged children in Nashua. The funds presented to the Senate
Finance Committee to expand access to homeless services had previously been passed twice by the
Senate through SB 140 with unanimous or near unanimous votes. While I am happy to see the partial
expansion of these programs, I am disappointed that my Republican colleagues support did not
extend to increased funding for youth street outreach, rapid re-housing, and eviction prevention." Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Once Again Vote Against Reproductive Health Care
May 24th
Senate Finance Republicans voted against a budget amendment that came as a request from the
Department of Health & Human Services to appropriate $400,000 in the next fiscal year to fund family
planning contracts for a period of time until federal funding is expected to be restored. This comes on
the heels of a party line committee vote last week to reject an amendment from Senator Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua) and Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester) that would have level-funded
family planning programs in New Hampshire until anticipated federal funds become available.
Republicans also rejected an amendment from Senators Rosenwald and D’Allesandro to remove a
policy instituted in HB 2 by House Republicans to require the physical and financial separation of
facilities performing routine medical care from abortion services.

“The modest appropriation we considered today would have by no means maintained the system of
family planning providers we have in NH today, but it would have kept some providers going long
enough to maintain some services care in the state until federal funds are restored. By rejecting this
proposal, Republicans have tripled down on their commitment to dismantling access to reproductive
health care and family planning services in New Hampshire, and continue to be seemingly indifferent
to the very real health care needs of individuals who rely on these services, many of whom are lowincome, at-risk citizens.” -Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review
Senate Judiciary Republicans Keep Harmful Anti-Family Legislation In Play
May 25th
The Republican majority of the Senate Judiciary Committee voted to re-refer HB 233, a bill to
criminalize healthcare providers and limit the rights of grieving parents by legislating personal medical
decisions. The re-referral recommendation will keep the bill in the Committee’s hands and keep it
open for future amendment.

“I am disappointed in my Republican colleagues’ action to keep HB 233 in play today. This bill was
brought forward on the false premise that infants are being left to die by medical professionals in New
Hampshire, which is of course already illegal and as we heard repeatedly, is not the case. The real
purpose of this bill is to insert politics into the most private and painful moments of a person’s life—the
precious few moments they have with their infant who will not survive. This bill would force healthcare
providers to perform futile lifesaving measures on an infant, including invasive procedures, despite
there being no chance at survival. This bill is not about fixing a problem here in New Hampshire. This is
about legislators presuming to know better than doctors what is best for women, infants, and their
families. Decisions made in the face of unthinkably tragic circumstances when an infant is not going to
survive should be private, and should recognize that no two pregnancies are ever the same. These
decisions are not for us to legislate and there are no changes that can be made to this legislation to
make it right for New Hampshire.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“This bill inserts unnecessary pain and strife into situations that are already devastating for parents
with infants who are born pre-viability, or with a fatal fetal diagnosis. We heard heartbreaking stories at
the hearing for this bill—stories from grieving mothers who wanted nothing more than to bring a
healthy child into this world, stories from medical providers who have made decisions with families in
the hardest moments of their lives. Requiring healthcare providers to perform procedures like inserting
breathing tubes and IVs into a baby who cannot survive is not only traumatic and needlessly cruel, it
prevents parents from spending whatever time they can with their infant before they die. Decisions
made in these moments are the most private we will ever have to make, and the legislature should
have no say in those conversations. We need to trust women to make their own healthcare choices,
and we need to trust medical professionals to treat their patients. This bill should have been killed
today, and I am disappointed it remains a vehicle for advancing this dangerous agenda.” - Senator Jay
Kahn (D-Keene)
“The hearing on HB 233 was one of the most difficult the legislature has heard. I once again want to
thank the women, families, and healthcare providers who shared incredibly personal, painful stories
with us to help us understand just how harmful this legislation is. We need to roll back the harmful
presumption that we as legislators know better than medical providers how to treat their patients.
There is no one-size-fits-all, cookie-cutter pregnancy, and to legislate in this way is not only
irresponsible, it is dangerous. I hope that when this bill comes before the full Senate, empathy and
common sense will prevail and we will vote to overturn the motion of Re-refer in order to ITL this
legislation.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Prioritize FRM Bailout Over Majority of Granite Staters
May 25th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee voted to allocate $10 million of state funds to
bailout the small number of investors impacted by the Financial Resources Mortgage Ponzi Scheme.
This vote comes one day after Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee voted against
funding for homeless services, child care for at risk families, and reproductive health care.

“While we certainly sympathize with those who suffered financial harm from the FRM ponzi scheme it
is not the role of the state government to use public money to pay people back for failed investments.
Our goal in allocating general funds should be to help the most amount of people with the greatest
need, not bailing out a small number of investors. Once again, our Republican colleagues have
prioritized the few over the many.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Judiciary Republicans Vote to Restrict Reproductive Rights
May 25th
The Republican majority of the Senate Judiciary Committee approved HB 625, a bill to ban abortion at
or after 24 weeks, without exception for the health of the fetus or in cases of rape or incest. The bill was
passed down party lines with a Republican-sponsored amendment that adds even more arbitrary
mandates and criminal penalties for medical providers treating pregnant women.

“HB 625 is yet another attempt to diminish an individual's decisions about their own reproductive
health. This extreme bill chooses an arbitrary point in time, after which abortion and providers would
be criminalized. We heard testimony from the medical community that abortions later in pregnancy
are uncommon and often occur within deeply tragic and difficult situations. Families in these tragic
and complex circumstances deserve our compassion and our support, not an arbitrary law that
completely ignores the complexities of medical decisions, pregnancies, and prenatal care and that
inserts the government into deeply personal decisions. This bill will harm families and is particularly
extreme because of its criminal penalties and limited exceptions, including none for the health of the
fetus and no exceptions for rape or incest." - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“As we heard deeply personal, painstaking stories from members of the public at the hearing, abortion
later in pregnancy is one of the most difficult, painful decisions one could ever make. The only people
who should be making decisions about a woman’s health is the woman and her health care provider.
For us to assume that we as legislators know better than neonatal specialists is both absurd and
dangerous. There is no other medical situation in which the government inserts itself. This bill is an
attack on women’s bodily autonomy and access to reproductive health care and should be soundly
rejected when it comes before the full Senate.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)
“This legislation is one more attempt to control and dictate women’s decisions about their own health
care. Here in New Hampshire, we talk a lot about respecting privacy and individual rights. Sadly, my
colleagues in the majority conveniently abandon these principles when it comes to women’s choices
about their own bodies and their own health. It is clear this bill is ultimately about rolling back the
rights women have fought so hard to protect for themselves. It is absolutely critical that we not let this
bill advance since it clearly harms the health and wellbeing of Granite Staters.” - Senator Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Force Abortion Ban Into State Budget
May 26th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee approved a last-minute amendment from
Senate President Chuck Morse (R-Salem), Senator Sharon Carson (R-Londonderry), and Senator Jeb
Bradley (R-Wolfeboro) which adds the language from HB 625, banning abortion at or after 24 weeks, in
the state budget. HB 625 was adopted just yesterday by Senate Judiciary Committee Republicans
despite resounding opposition from the medical community, family planning advocates, health care
providers, and constituents. Notably, this was done less than 24 hours after the Committee vote, before
the issue could be taken up by the full Senate, and does not include exceptions for victims of rape or
incest—making this one of the more draconian political attacks on women in the country, pushed
through by extremist Republicans.

“Inserting the dangerous, cruel, language of HB 625 into the state budget is appalling and entirely
inappropriate. This kind of partisan policy-making has no place in our state budget. This is nothing
more than a political stunt to advance an extreme agenda intent on limiting women’s rights of
autonomy over their own bodies. This is one more step in a crusade to eliminate the rights of women
and families across the state.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)
“I am shocked and disgusted that the language of HB 625 was inserted into the state budget. This
blatant attack on the rights of Granite State women and families to access safe, legal reproductive
health care will do nothing but put our most vulnerable citizens at extreme risk. This move by Senate
Republicans further makes clear the fact that the Republican party has turned their backs on New
Hampshire citizens in order to appease far-right extremists with an anti-women, anti-family agenda.” Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Vote No on Restaurant Relief Act of 2021
May 26th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee voted down an amendment to HB 2
introduced by Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua) and Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester) to
insert the language of the SB 128, also known as the Restaurant Relief Act of 2021, into the state
budget. SB 128 previously passed through the Senate with a bipartisan majority vote of 22-2.

“The Restaurant Relief Act of 2021 would have temporarily changed the operator compensation under
the meals and rooms tax from 3% to 5%. This small change would represent about $5 million going
right back to our restaurants and lodging industries with no negative fiscal impact on our cities and
towns. This was a fiscally responsible way to put money right back in the pockets of our hardest hit
industries. I am disappointed to see Republican support of our restaurant and lodging industries being
limited to words rather than extending to real action.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review

Senate Republicans Take Public Tax Dollars Away from Public Education,
Approve School Voucher Program
May 26th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee approved an amendment to HB 2 which
would allow public tax dollars to be used for “education freedom accounts,” also known as school
vouchers.

“Instead of addressing existing school funding inequities, this bill would divert public education dollars
away from the public school system to subsidize private, for-profit programs. This shift of public tax
dollars out of our public school systems in order to benefit a small population will do nothing but
impose further financial hardship on our public school system. The original language of SB 130 came in
under the guise of helping families at or below the poverty level. Today’s amendment to that language
continues the Republican agenda of delivering handouts to the wealthy while leaving the average
Granite Stater behind.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)
“While the impacts of an unconstitutional voucher program will be devastating to our public school
system, we cannot ignore the fact that the shift of public money to private institutions will cause a
significant increase in local property taxes. Both Democrats and Republicans have identified property
taxpayer relief as a priority. Why then would we remove safeguards for the use of taxpayer dollars and
ask hardworking Granite Staters to pay for the private education of other children and families?" Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Jeopardize State Revenues
May 26th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee pushed forward a series of fiscally
irresponsible tax cuts to primarily benefit large out of state corporations that will jeopardize New
Hampshire’s state revenues during a period of financial recovery.

“Earlier this week, the Senate Ways and Means Committee approved the DRA’s revenue estimates
based on our current laws. Those revenues showed a hopeful picture that will only be gutted should
we continue to move forward with these unnecessary tax cuts for large out-of-state corporations. These
cuts are irresponsible and put a healthy revenue outlook at risk while providing little to no financial
relief to the average Granite Stater.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (DNashua)
“When we look at tax cuts we need to understand the full picture. Is the reduction of the meals and
rooms tax going to save a customer pennies on the cost of a sandwich or will it put real money back
into the pockets of our restaurants who have fought tooth and nail for their survival over the past year?
There are a variety of fiscally responsible ways to provide real financial relief to Granite Staters like
raising the filing threshold for the BPT, increasing a restaurant or hotel’s commission on the meals and
rooms tax, or providing direct assistance. These cuts won’t benefit the majority of New Hampshire and
should not be rushed through the budget process.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (DManchester)

Senate Republicans Block All Discussion of Municipal Aid Grants
May 26th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee refused to open discussion on an amendment
from Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester) and Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua) to insert the
language of SB 118, also known as the Property Tax Relief Act of 2021, into the budget.

“In the 2019-2020 state budget, we worked hard to reinstate municipal aid and provide critical
property tax relief to Granite Staters. I was proud to introduce the legislation this year that continued
that progress and am extremely disappointed that my Republican colleagues would not support this
effective, fiscally sound property tax relief that would have benefited all local property tax payers.
Today’s actions by Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee will increase property taxes
across the state.” - Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester)

Week in Review

Senate Republicans Force Gag Rule on Divisive Concepts
May 27th
Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee forced through amended language of HB 544.
HB 544, which prohibits the dissemination of certain divisive concepts related to sex and race in state
contracts, grants, and training programs, has been widely opposed by Granite Staters from a wide
variety of sectors including New Hampshire’s medical community, law enforcement community,
education professionals, faith leaders, community leaders, and business community.

“This language is completely antithetical to who we are as a state. Regardless of your political ideology,
you should be deeply alarmed by this kind of extremist agenda--especially coming from those who
claim to embrace limited government. Adoption of this language flies in the face of our Live Free or Die
state motto and will require every Granite Stater to let the government take back their rights by
allowing the government to decide what can be discussed and taught in this state.” - Senate
Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)
“There is no compromise when it comes to limiting freedom of speech and the discussion of our
country’s history. To argue otherwise is to argue that this kind of dangerous language could be made
only semi-racist or semi-sexist. There is no middle ground. I am extremely disappointed that our
Republican colleagues chose to turn their backs on their constituents in order to appease a vocal
extremist minority.”- Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Democrats Push Back on Irresponsible, Harmful State Budget
May 28th
Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester), Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua), and Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester) fought back against a state
budget crafted by Senate Republicans that leaves essential programs unfunded, implements
dangerous policies that have nothing to do with the state’s allocation of general funds, and favors a
small percentage of the wealthy over the majority of New Hampshire residents.

“I am extremely disappointed that this budget puts such an emphasis on advancing extremist policies
while leaving behind the majority of Granite Staters. This budget underfunds public education,
underfunds homeless shelter services, and underfunds support services for our most vulnerable
children and families while giving tax breaks to the extremely wealthy and large out-of-state
corporations. HB 1 and HB 2 are not representative of the people of New Hampshire, and I am
extremely disappointed that the wellbeing of most Granite Staters was ignored in order to push an
extreme partisan agenda.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)
“This budget pushes forward anti-family, anti-public education, and anti-Granite State policies while
underfunding essential services that so many citizens rely on. The inclusion of an abortion ban, a school
voucher program, and a state-imposed gag rule banning the discussion of divisive concepts are further
proof that Senate Republicans have no interest in listening to their constituents, because they would
rather give handouts to the extremely wealthy. While this budget may ease the burden on property
taxpayers in the short-term, this assistance will be intentionally short-lived and is ultimately entirely
unsustainable.” -Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)
"The reckless tax cuts in this budget will help big businesses who don’t need our help. In the long run,
local property tax payers will remember the burden, and in the next few years, essential services for our
local communities will be reduced. I want property taxpayers to remember the actions taken today
when their tax bills spike and their local services are cut. Today Republicans decided to advocate for
the super wealthy and turn their backs on the hardworking Granite Staters who have made this state
great.” - Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester)

Session Review
Senate Passes Bipartisan Amendment Supporting Nursing Mothers
May 27th
The Senate passed a bipartisan amendment adding the language from SB 69, requiring certain
employers to provide access to a sufficient space and a reasonable break period for nursing mothers to
express milk during working hours, to HB 610. The language of the bill, originally introduced by Senator
Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton) previously passed through the Senate with a unanimous
recommendation of Ought to Pass with Amendment but was retained by the House Commerce and
Consumer Affairs Committee.

“I am proud of the bipartisan work done in the Senate to ensure proper access to a sufficient space and
a reasonable break period for nursing mothers. This language is a win for working mothers, a win for
our babies, and a win for our economy,” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“As a working mother, and as a pregnant women in the workforce, I could not be prouder to support
today’s amendment to HB 610. This language will help keep women in the workforce as we rebuild
New Hampshire’s economy.” - Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth)

Senate Democrats Push Back on HB 195
May 27th
In a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans voted Ought to Pass with Amendment on HB 195,
inserting an exception to the crime of reckless conduct for the display of a firearm.

“Our nation has been plagued by gun violence for decades. Just last night, nine people were killed in
San Jose in an act of reckless violence. We should not be carving out additional exceptions allowing
people to threaten one another with firearms. This is a unnecessary, dangerous and chilling move that
once again puts the desires of the gun lobby ahead of public safety and the rights of Granite Staters to
live free from threats or intimidation.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Senate Republicans Pass Dangerous Anti-Vaccination Bill
May 27th
In a party line vote of 14-10, Senate Republicans voted Ought to Pass with Amendment on HB 220, a
dangerous and unnecessary piece of legislation following the deaths of over 1,300 Granite Staters from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We can trace the sharp decline of Covid in our state directly to the success of our vaccination policy.
This is hardly the time to undermine this proven public health defense. New Hampshire already has
codified religious and medical exemptions for those individuals who want to make the personal
choice to not receive vaccinations. This unnecessary bill will dangerously interfere with state and
national efforts to protect public health.” - Senator Tom Sherman (D-Rye)

Senate Republicans Vote to Reduce Local Control, Increase Property Taxes
May 27th
Senate Republicans led an effort to reduce local control, thereby increasing property taxes, by passing
HB 278, relative to the use of unused district facilities by chartered public schools.

“While we appreciate the effort of our colleagues to limit the power of HB 278, the fact remains that
this language will limit a municipality’s control to sell their unused buildings. We know that our cities
and towns are more than capable of finding a system that benefits both the municipality and the local
educational needs, without raising local property taxes and we continue to be opposed to any action
which shifts away that power.” - Senator Donna Soucy (D-Manchester), Senator Cindy Rosenwald
(D-Nashua), and Senator Sue Prentiss (D- West Lebanon)

Session Review
Senate Republicans Allow Cruel, Anti-Family Bill to Remain in Committee
May 27th
Senate Republicans voted to re-refer HB 233, a bill to criminalize healthcare providers and limit the
rights of grieving parents by legislating personal medical decisions. The re-referral recommendation
will keep the bill in the Committee’s hands and keep it open for future amendment.

“There is nothing worth salvaging about a bill that would take away the last precious moments a
parent has with their dying child. The hearing on HB 233 made it abundantly clear, this cruel bill has no
place in New Hampshire and I am extremely disappointed that the conversation is being forced to
continue.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)
“This bill operates under the false pretense that our medical providers are leaving newborn babies to
die. That idea is blatantly untrue and already illegal. This bill deserved to be voted Inexpedient to
Legislate as it will insert the legislature into the most private, personal, medical decision of a person’s
life.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)
“In the public hearing on HB 233 we heard heartbreaking stories from parents and doctors about the
last moments before a baby passes away. These babies were wanted, were hoped for, were prayed for,
and were gone far too soon. To even consider a measure that would inflict pain on dying infants and
take them out of their parents arms in order to provide futile medical services is unthinkable.” Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Block Discussion on Abortion Ban
May 27th
Senate Republicans moved to table HB 625, which will ban abortion at or after 24 weeks. This comes
on the heels of Senate Finance Republicans putting this extremist anti-choice policy into the state
budget just yesterday. By tabling the bill, Republicans used a parliamentary maneuver to block any
discussion of the bill. In doing so, they also eliminated the opportunity for amendments to be
considered, which is particularly concerning as this bill does not make exceptions for victims of rape or
incest, and does not include medical considerations for the health of a fetus.

“Today’s move by Republicans was a convenient move to circumvent the legislative vetting process,
and eliminated any opportunity for bipartisan deliberation of this dangerous legislation. This kind of
maneuvering lets Republicans continue to push their anti-choice, anti-women agenda without having
to defend their position or respond to questions from their colleagues on the other side of the aisle. I
am greatly disappointed by this circumvention of our typically collegial process.” - Senate Democratic
Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)
“A day after Senate Finance Republicans inappropriately shoved this extremist policy into the state
budget, the majority conveniently sidestepped having to answer questions or participate in debate
about this legislation today, which represents a sea change in health care policy in New Hampshire.
The people of New Hampshire expect and deserve better from us as their elected officials, and I hope
the voters demand answers for this kind of behavior the next time they choose their legislative
representatives.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review - Videos
Senator Cindy Rosenwald, Senator Jay
Kahn, and Representative Manny Espitia
hosted a press conference to discuss
the harmful impacts of HB 544

Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy
hosts this week's Weekly Wrap Up

Legislative Updates
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 5.30.21-6.5.21
Tuesday 2pm - 2:30pm Finance
Finance Committee Budget Briefing on HB 1-A, making appropriations for the
expenses of certain departments of the state for fiscal years ending June 30,
2022 and June 30, 2023, and HB 2-FN-A-LOCAL, relative to state fees, funds,
revenues and expenditures.
Thursday 10am - 1:30pm Session

In the News
Senate committee rejects attempts to undo abortion restrictions
Sen. Lou D’Allesandro: Granite State families need property tax relief
Republicans on Senate Finance vote against aid for homeless shelters
NH Senate Election Law Committee recommends moving state
primary date to second Tuesday in August
Senate Budget Writers Fund Medicaid But Not Childcare
NH Senate committee approves bill banning abortions after 24 weeks
Dems: No Room for ‘Racism Lite’ In Divisive Concepts Legislation
Senate Finance Adds Money for Mental Health Services, $10M For
Ponzi Scheme Victims
Senate committee passes bill banning abortions after 24 weeks
Senate GOP Includes Voucher Program in Budget Plan
Senate Finance Approves Alternative Divisive Concepts Provision for
Budget
Controversial Abortion Bill Kept Alive in Senate
Senate Curtails Governor’s Emergency Authority, Expands Religious
and Individual Rights

