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Welcome!
SENATE CONTINUES REMOTE
ACTIVITY

The Health and Human Services Committee
will be meeting on Tuesday at 10AM to
discuss proposed Amendment #2021-1888s,
relative to community mental health
programs and involuntary emergency
admission examinations
To sign in to speak, register your position,
and/or submit testimony, please visit:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/remotecommittee
/senate.aspx

This week,
we're looking at:
Week in Review
Next Week's Hearings
In the News

Week in Review
This week we're joined by Deputy Senate
Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald to discuss
the harmful state budget passed by Senate
Republicans

Senate Republicans Refuse to Fund Family Planning Centers, Leave 15,000
Granite Staters without Care
June 3rd
“Today’s vote was a continuation of Republicans’ commitment to dismantling access to reproductive
health care and family planning services in New Hampshire. Our family planning centers currently
serve 15,000 Granite Staters as their primary health care providers. Particularly for low income
individuals, or those living in rural communities with limited health care access, the critical services
provided by family planning centers like cancer screenings are an essential lifeline. I am disheartened
to see Republicans’ continued indifference to the very real health care needs of individuals who rely on
these services.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Say No to Federal Funding for Child Care
June 3rd
Senate Republicans voted against an amendment from Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton) to
appropriate about $8.5 million per year of federal ARPA funds to bring the child care scholarship line
item up to the FY21 level.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the deep inequities in the Granite State we already knew
existed – including unequal access to quality, affordable, and safe child care. The amendment I
brought forward today would have allocated federal ARPA funds in order to help ensure access to
quality, affordable, and safe child care for the families who need it the most. Getting New Hampshire’s
working families back to work through the availability of safe and affordable child care should be a
bipartisan priority and I am disappointed that my Republican colleagues disagree.” - Senator Becky
Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Senate Republicans Reject Funding for Homeless Shelter Services
June 3rd
Senate Republicans rejected an amendment from the Senate Democratic caucus to appropriate $9
million in ARPA funds for the purpose of providing homeless prevention services.

“New Hampshire’s homeless shelter service system is in desperate need of assistance as we move
forward from the nationwide economic turmoil that has drastically exacerbated a growing crisis. In
Nashua, there are 300 homeless students, in Manchester, as many as 900. The funds presented to the
Senate to expand access to homeless services had previously been passed twice by the Senate
through SB 140 with unanimous or near unanimous votes. It is therefore disappointing to see that
previous support for our homeless population revoked today.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (DNashua) and Senator Kevin Cavanaugh (D-Manchester)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Risk Children’s Safety, Defund Protective Service
Workers
June 3rd
Senate Republicans put the safety and welfare of New Hampshire’s children at risk when they voted
against full funding for 22 child protective service workers within the Division for Children, Youth and
Families. These positions had previously been left unfunded in both the Governor’s and Republican
controlled House budget proposals, but were a critical part of the child welfare reforms in the last
biennial budget.

“Over the past year, children from abusive households have been cut off from outlets for reporting and
their resources for safety. As we emerge from this tumultuous period of time, we need to be doing
everything in our power to protect the health and safety of our children. Child protective service
workers play a critical role in resolving cases of abuse and neglect and in keeping children safe. All 22
positions requested by the department should have been funded today.
Our Republican colleagues are quick to applaud the Governor for prioritizing child safety. If this were
truly a priority for the Governor, he would be doing absolutely everything in his executive power to
ensure positions at DCYF were filled. This includes working with the Department to pay livable wages,
provide a sustainable working environment for these critical workers, and do everything possible to
attract workers to our state to protect children. Words without these actions are hollow and
meaningless. We are extremely disappointed that Republicans turned their backs on the bipartisan
reforms from 2019 and on the children of New Hampshire.” - Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)
and Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Senate Republicans Jeopardize Education Funding
June 3rd
Senate Republicans voted in favor of one time, fiscally irresponsible reduction in the Statewide
Education Property Tax (SWEPT). The cut, made under the guise of property tax relief, will represent an
incredibly small tax reduction for average Granite Staters but could mean over $90 million in
decreases to adequacy funding to school districts in 2022.

“This harmful measure delivers unnecessary state funding for our most property-rich towns, leaving our
poorest school districts, who are already struggling with high property tax rates, to take additional cuts
in state education funding. There were more equitable and effective ways to distribute this money and
instead Senate Republicans chose to support this one time stunt without any study of the possible
consequences.” - Senator Jay Kahn (D-Keene)

Senate Republicans Reject Direct Relief for Restaurant and Lodging
Industries
June 3rd
Senate Republicans rejected an amendment from Senator Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua) that would
have inserted the language of SB 128, also known as the Restaurant Relief Act of 2021, into the state
budget. The Restaurant Relief Act of 2021 would have temporarily changed the operator
compensation under the meals and rooms tax from 3% to 5%, putting money right back in the
pockets of New Hampshire’s restaurant and lodging industries.

“The amendment I presented today represented $5 million of direct relief for our restaurant and
lodging industries with no long term financial consequences. This money could have been used to
support the thousands of workers who have been laid off across the state, keep restaurants’ doors
open, and help our hardest hit industries in their recovery efforts. I am extremely disappointed that my
Republican colleagues once again voted against this pro-business legislation.” - Senator Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review
Senate Approves Financial Assistance for Small Businesses
June 3rd
The Senate approved an amendment from Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka (D-Portsmouth) to add
the language of SB 107, a bill to expand access to federal relief funds for new small businesses that
have suffered financially due to the COVID-19 pandemic, to HB 2.

"The past year has created an unprecedented level of financial peril for our small businesses. The newer
businesses covered in this amendment have been creating new jobs, giving back to their local
communities, and contributing to our small business economy despite the increased level of hardship.
They have been incredibly adaptive, and we heard countless stories of survival that demonstrate their
sheer resiliency and commitment to our state. I am proud to sponsor this amendment which supports
our small business economy and moves their recovery efforts forward.” - Senator Rebecca Perkins
Kwoka (D-Portsmouth)

Senate Republicans Reject Funding for Independent Review of NH Veterans
Home and Nursing Homes After 20% of Residents Die
June 3rd
Senate Republicans rejected an amendment from the Senate Democratic caucus to appropriate
$250,000 in federal relief funds to the Department of Health and Human Services for the purposes of
hiring an independent consultant to evaluate the COVID-19 related deaths in these facilities, which saw
the highest fatality rate among residents during this pandemic than any other such institutions in the
country.

“The pandemic’s worst devastation has been in our long-term care facilities and our state Veterans
Home. Unfortunately, for all the Department’s hard work and good faith efforts, New Hampshire has
the highest long-term care death rate in the country, with around 800 individuals losing their lives,
accounting for about 75 to 80% of our state’s deaths. While the Veterans Home managed to keep the
pandemic at bay for months, they ultimately lost nearly 20% of their residents to COVID-19 in just two
months. As the Department itself has stated, we still don’t know why this happened or how we could
do better to prevent this kind of tragedy in the future. This small appropriation of federal funds would
have allowed the Department to determine what happened and how we could have done better in
the future.
I would be remiss if I didn’t point out that HB 2 was amended by Senate Finance to appropriate more
than $3 million in state funds to fix two miles of the very road that leads to the Veterans Home.
Evidently, my colleagues care more about the road leading to the Veterans Home than they care about
the folks who live at the end of the road, who so selflessly served our country. I am deeply disappointed
that my Republican colleagues voted to let these individuals down today.” - Senator Cindy
Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Support Tax Cuts for the Wealthy While Leaving
Majority of Granite Staters Behind
June 3rd
Senate Republicans pushed forward a series of fiscally irresponsible tax cuts which will only benefit a
small percentage of wealthy Granite Staters and out-of-state-corporations.

“The tax cuts pushed by Senate Republicans today were like watching Robin Hood in reverse. Each cut
steals from the poor in order to give more to the rich. These cuts represent a loss of around $130 million
in the coming years. That is desperately needed money that could be used to fund our homeless
shelter services, public education system, and mental health system of care. I am disappointed to see
my Republican colleagues continue to support this fiscally irresponsible measure that will only serve to
reduce the future funding of essential services for the vast majority of hardworking Granite Staters.”
- Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Spend Taxpayer Dollars to Bail Out Jilted Investors
June 3rd
Senate Republicans spent $10 million to bail out private citizens who made a bad investment ten years
ago.

“While I feel terrible for the individuals who suffered as a result of the FRM scandal, I find it alarming
that my Republican colleagues think it is fiscally prudent to use taxpayer dollars to provide a handout
to a small group of individuals. When someone makes a bad investment, it is unfortunate and often
devastating. However, individuals are free to invest their money as they see fit, and are responsible for
how they handle those finances. Many Granite Staters are struggling financially right now. We have a
tremendous homelessness problem, un-funded family planning centers, and families in danger of
losing their homes. Now more than ever, when so many are struggling, I find it outrageous that we
would publicly fund a handout to a small group of investors.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader
Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Block Millions in Property Tax Relief
June 3rd
Senate Republicans voted against an amendment from Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester) to
deliver $40 million in municipal aid to New Hampshire’s cities and towns, 60% of which would have
been directed to local property tax relief.

“Municipal revenue sharing is a proven, effective way to reduce local property taxes. The $40 million
distributed to municipalities over the last biennium helped to offset the suspension of the
longstanding $25 million annual revenue-sharing distributions that were suspended following the
Great Recession. After more than a year of turbulent economic circumstances, we should be
continuing to provide this effective, fiscally sound relief. I am extremely disappointed that Republicans
refused to support the only amendment to the budget which would directly reduce local property
taxes.” - Senator Lou D’Allesandro (D-Manchester)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Confirm Their Anti-Woman, Anti-Choice Agenda by
Rejecting Rights to Abortion
June 3rd
Senate Republicans confirmed that they are on the warpath against women and reproductive rights
when they rejected an amendment that would have affirmed a woman’s right to an abortion prior to
24 weeks. 24 weeks, which is an arbitrary number chosen by extremist conservatives, was the number
of weeks after which Republicans chose to ban abortion rights earlier in the day.

“The language of this amendment was simple: Beyond the extreme restrictions inserted into the
budget by Senate Republicans earlier today, this amendment would have ensured that there shall be
no further infringement in state law on a woman’s right to decide whether or not she can carry a
pregnancy to term. By rejecting it, Senate Republicans have finally laid to rest any question as to where
they stand on women’s rights: They’re coming for them.
The overwhelming majority of Granite Staters agree that women have a fundamental right to bodily
integrity and autonomy, and support her right to choose whether to continue a pregnancy. To attempt
to limit individual rights is not only an attempt to force the views of the minority on the rest, it is
antithetical to who we are as a state. It is a small group of people in power forcing their personal
beliefs on others and dictating what others can and cannot do with their bodies. While I have respect
for those who feel differently about this issue, their views are just that: their own. I would encourage
them to let their views and beliefs dictate their own lives and stop forcing themselves on others. We
need to distinguish between faith and fact.
The decision to end a pregnancy is an essential element of a woman’s right to autonomy and bodily
integrity. While it cannot be an easy decision, the choice must be hers alone to make, in consultation
with her health care provider. By using state law to deny women the right to autonomy over their own
bodies, Republicans are turning New Hampshire into a state in which women’s decisions over their
own bodies are controlled by legislators unqualified to make them.
While I am disappointed by my Republican colleagues’ vote today, I am not surprised. My hope is that
their vote today speaks volumes to their constituents. They can no longer claim to be even vaguely prochoice. They have shown their true colors. Theirs is an extremist agenda, and their goal is to afford
women zero rights to their own bodies. This is indeed the Live Free or Die State, unless you are a
woman.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Refuse to Include Exceptions from for Incest and Rape
Victims in Extreme Abortion Ban
June 3rd
Senate Republicans refused to adopt a modest amendment that would have included the most basic
of exceptions to their abortion ban and would have protected the health and well-being of the
pregnant person.

“The Republicans’ vote against an amendment that centered the health and well-being of a pregnant
person was truly stunning. This amendment would have added the most basic, humane exceptions to
the draconian abortion ban Republicans have shoved into the budget. It would have ensured that
people who desperately need care in complex circumstances can actually get the help they need. The
exception in the Republicans’ legislation is so narrow that it does not do nearly enough to protect the
health and well-being of the pregnant person and ignores the emotional or psychological health of the
pregnant person, or other critical considerations as determined by a patient and their doctor.
Let’s start with survivors of rape or incest. There are many reasons why women and girls who are
sexually assaulted cannot come forward and get the care they need within Republicans’ arbitrary
timeframe. Opponents may say this situation is rare. That opinion is frighteningly out of touch. Here in
New Hampshire, 1 in 4 women will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime—the overwhelming majority of
which will be raped before their 18th birthday. Most often, they are attacked by someone they know—
frequently by someone they are related to. By not adding these basic, humane exceptions to this bill,
the State of New Hampshire is revictimizing women and girls who are experiencing the most severe
trauma there is. They are literally mandating childbirth of rape and incest victims.
Furthermore, the refusal to take into account fetal health is inexcusable and makes this bill
overwhelmingly cruel. Passage of this bill without this exception the State-ordered mandate that
women carry a fetus that will not survive. This legislation is an anti-liberty, extreme, and highly-partisan
solution to a problem that just doesn’t exist in New Hampshire. Decisions made during a difficult and
complicated pregnancy are complex, deeply emotional, and deeply private - which is why doctors and
patients are best positioned to weigh all the factors and make the best decision they can. These
decisions are not made lightly or hastily.
This vote by Republicans is unconscionable and only puts on display how zealously extreme and out of
touch they really are.” - Senator Becky Whitley (D-Hopkinton)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Pass Most Extreme Anti-Choice Legislation in History of
NH
June 3rd
Senate Republicans rejected an amendment to remove from the budget an abortion ban that
represents the most extreme anti-choice legislation in the history of the state.

“As a result of today’s vote, New Hampshire is no longer the “Live Free or Die” state for all Granite
Staters. Senate Republicans are officially responsible for the first-ever abortion ban in New Hampshire.
While proponents of this anti-freedom policy are no doubt celebrating, we must be very clear about
what actually happened today: Republicans made a critical advancement in their agenda to
systematically strip women of our inalienable rights.
Each pregnancy and each circumstance is unique. When it comes to personal medical decisions, onesize-fits all laws are not only irresponsible, they simply don’t work. These decisions should be driven by
a person’s health, not a political agenda or politicians’ personal beliefs. I am both surprised and
disappointed by the passage of this legislation. In a state that prizes personal freedoms above all else,
Republicans chose today to give politicians control over women’s lives and happily relieved us of our
rights to bodily autonomy.
This extremist policy fails to represent what the overwhelming majority of what Granite Staters want
from their government. This state has a long-standing bipartisan tradition of respecting privacy and
personal freedoms, particularly when it comes to personal medical decisions. This has resulted in New
Hampshire consistently being rated as one of the best states in the nation for maternal health
outcomes. In fact, support for abortion access is at an all-time high, with nearly 70 percent of New
Hampshire citizens believing that abortion should be legal in all or most cases. Granite Staters want
more access to health care, not less, and it is more critical now than ever to see through this
inflammatory misinformation campaign.
Women in New Hampshire have officially been put on notice: Republicans are coming for our rights.
This was a sad day for the people of New Hampshire and a sad day for personal freedoms.” - Senate
Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (D-Manchester)

Senate Republicans Criminalize Women’s Health Care Providers
June 3rd
Senate Republicans ensured that women’s health care providers providing abortion services will face
criminal charges, up to and including felonies.

“Today, my Republican colleagues have not only ensured that abortion providers in New Hampshire
will be criminalized if they provide abortions after 24 weeks, they have made New Hampshire less safe
place for pregnant women. Republicans have turned doctors into criminals for providing abortions,
even when it is in the best interest of the health of the mother or even the fetus. This will have a
chilling effect not only on women’s health in New Hampshire, but also on the already fragile system of
health care for women in New Hampshire.” - Senator Tom Sherman (D-Rye)

Week in Review
Senate Republicans Approve Anti-American Gag Rule
June 3rd
Senate Republicans approved an extreme gag rule prohibiting the discussion of ‘divisive concepts,’ by
public employees, including teachers. This ban on free speech blocks critical discussions around issues
including implicit bias, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, and mental or physical disability.

“There is nothing more anti-American than putting prohibitions on free speech. This unconstitutional,
illogical policy does nothing more than protect those unwilling to have the difficult conversations
around implicit and unconscious bias, while at the same time silencing American history. To call this
direct violation of our first amendment rights an ‘anti-discrimination’ effort is an outrageous façade.
The only effect this legislation will have on discrimination in our state is it will prevent discussions
around it. I am truly disappointed to see its passage today.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna
Soucy (D-Manchester)
“This nation was founded on the principle that each one of us is endowed with the unalienable rights
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Those rights are infringed upon when children of color
make up only 16% of our population but 37% percent of detention admissions. Those rights are
infringed upon when in 2020, New Hampshire was ranked 45th in the nation in gender pay equality.
Those rights are infringed upon when white supremacists cover our public spaces in hate speech and
tell Granite Staters that they do not belong here. To ignore these issues, to say that discrimination is a
relic of the past and cannot be discussed now, is to turn a blind eye to reality and stick our heads in the
sand. I believe in our American potential, but we cannot get there by gagging our right to free speech.
This partisan pandering was a cowardly move and I truly hope it is not reflective of where we are
heading as a state.” - Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)

Senate Republicans Reject the Very Concept of Live Free or Die
June 3rd
Senate Republicans pushed forward a series of partisan policies inserted into the state budget that
create a dangerous system of government overreach while underfunding essential services.

“New Hampshire prides itself on being a place that respects an individual’s right to privacy and a place
where we respect and trust our neighbors. Today, Senate Republicans made it clear that they do not
respect a person’s right to privacy when they voted against a woman’s right to have an abortion. They
proved that they do not respect or trust their neighbors when they passed an anti-American gag rule
banning discussions on what they consider to be divisive concepts. The budget passed today by
Senate Republicans came with one real message, they are looking out for the wealthy, the extreme,
the fearful, and themselves, whether or not it hurts the rest of the Granite State.” - Deputy Senate
Democratic Leader Cindy Rosenwald (D-Nashua)
“This is the Live Free or Die state. Where an individual has the right to live their life, free from the
oppression of government overreach. Today Senate Republicans turned their back on that motto.
Granite Staters have raised their voices in opposition to the policies pushed forward by Senate
Republicans today. Despite the public outcry against the extremist culture promoted by this budget,
Senate Republicans turned a blind eye, ignored their constituents, and moved forward with a plan that
will harm Granite Staters for generations to come.” - Senate Democratic Leader Donna Soucy (DManchester)

Week in Review - Videos
Deputy Senate Democratic Leader Cindy
Rosenwald hosts this week's Weekly
Wrap Up

Legislative Updates
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 6.5.21-6.12.21
Tuesday 10am - 12:30pm Health and Human Services
Hearing on proposed Amendment #2021-1888s, relative to community mental
health programs and involuntary emergency admission examinations, to HB
565, establishing a committee to study charitable gaming.
Thursday 10am -1pm Session

In the News
Senate Committee Adds Amended ‘Divisive Concepts’ Language to
State Budget
Senate budget writers approve $13.5 billion spending plan
Senate Finance Committee signs off on state budget bills
Senate Finance approves $13.5 billion budget plan
BILL TO WITHHOLD MUGSHOTS FROM PUBLIC IN NH MOST LIKELY
DEAD
As Offshore Wind Industry Nears N.H., Potential New Workers Show
Interest
Social issues hang over NH state budget
Senate GOP majority passes $13 billion budget, including measure
addressing critical race theory
New Hampshire Senate passes $13.5 billion budget with contentious
add-ons
Intrusion of state': Sen. Perkins Kwoka assails abortion limits in NH's
$13.5B budget

